LEONABDO DA VINCI
lonely colossus. Yet Leonardo himself, when he stood
before a great gift of Nature, was not content to offer
thanks only. He sought to understand the forces that
produced it. We may follow his example in this respect
and at least attempt to trace back to its source the power
that distinguishes the mature man*
From the land of his birth came a heritage of art.
From his parents came his vigorous blood stream and
strong physique. From his father he must have learned
something of the virtue of accuracy, for accuracy was
a prime requisite for a notary. From his mother's
pitiful life probably came his impulse toward compas-
sion for common folk. When his schoolfellows by their
cruelty to animals shocked his sensitive nature and
pushed him out of their group, he turned to a kinder
friend, Mother Nature, and in his most impressionable
years began to study the flight of birds, the life of in-
sects, the movement of douds and stars. This early
development of his capacity for observation, coming as
a by-product of solitude, may be the most significant
factor in his boyhood days. Out of it grew his insati-
able curiosity for more facts to observe. This curiosity
and faculty of observation opened the doors of Biaga,
Verrocchio, and Toscanelli, pioneering scientists who
became his teachers. Under their tutelage he gradually
came to the conviction that the traditional lore that
passed for knowledge was not knowledge, and that the
whole universe was waiting for him to explore it. He
would explore it not by reference to ancient authority
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